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Dear Friends: 
 

Recently I described my experience at Cameron Community 
Ministries as coming into a great play or musical at intermis-
sion. I knew that many great things that happened  in the first 
act that took place over the past 25 years to get Cameron to 
where it is today. Many people had gone on stage before me 
and started telling the story about what we do in this neigh-
borhood and the lives that have been changed because we’ve 
been here. I’ve seen the changes to the physical space, the set 
and the former employees, volunteers and supporters, the 
actors by looking through Cameron’s history and photos. It 
has truly been a wonderful performance that has evolved and flourished over time. 
 
Now it is time for me to help start the second act, along with a cast that includes both 
people with experience and new perspectives. We all can learn from the history of the 
first 25 years as we prepare for what’s ahead. The needs continue to grow and finances 
are a challenge – these are all part of our script that we work with on a daily basis. There 
are many opportunities to extend Cameron’s reach and impact in this community and we 
are blessed to have your support as we continue this journey.  Our hope is a rousing se-
cond act with memorable performances over the next 25 years and beyond! 
 

 

Cindy Harper  
 

 

Our Staff 
 

CINDY HARPER 

Executive Director ccmex-

ec@rochester.rr.com 
 

KAREN DEYLE     
Communications Manager          

ccmadmin@rochester.rr.com  
 

PAUL HUMMENEYJ          
Youth Program Director                                     

Tcamero3@rochester.rr.com  

  

KATHLEEN QUINLAN                     

Youth Program Assistant 

Volunteer Coordinator 

ccmvolunteerc@gmail.com 

 

LAURA DESPARD                              
Reading Program Director  

ccmkids@rochester.rr.com    

 

IBIS  SOTO                         
Clothing House Coordinator  

 

MIKE BYRD 
 Kitchen Manager       

 Message from our Board President  

Exponential. That word describes Cameron Community Minis-
tries.  The resources Cameron receives are multiplied daily to 
serve those whose needs are greatest. For a quarter of a cen-
tury Cameron has been an organization focused on channeling 
donations of goods, money, and time in a way that indeed 
demonstrates “the whole is greater than the sum of its parts”. 
 
We celebrate 25 years and begin our 26th with excitement for 
the possibilities that lie ahead! 
 
Cornelia Labrum, Board Chair 

A commemorative photo DVD about  the people of Cameron and its 
history will be shown at our 25th Anniversary Celebration and was 
produced by Spinergy Productions.  If you would like to order  a free 
copy to share with your church or organization, let us know and we 
will be glad to provide one.  Contact Cindy at 254 -2697  
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Remembering Jane Esdale    4/5/1947—2/24/2010 

Cameron has been blessed with a series of leaders who have helped us expand our reach and capacity.  Each came with 
skills that were needed precisely at that time and helped contribute to the work of service. 
 

 Barbara-Lacker Ware 1995ς 2002 
 Also a minister, Barbara traveled to congregations near and far for speaking engagements.  From Albany to the 
Catskills, she helped establish partnerships in mission.  In Walton, NY, she initiated a partnership that allowed our kids 
to go to the mountains each year for a week of camp.  She brought a gift of organization, put order to our paperwork, 
and established a regular newsletter.   
 

Katharine Pearce 2003-2008 
 A former Xerox executive, Kathy brought a focused outline for financial stability.  She worked with a Develop-
ment committee to establish a regular cycle of grant applications.  She  also established a series of fundraisers, including  
the Bowlathon and annual Golf Outing.   Kathy resigned in 2008 and moved to North Carolina to be closer to family. 

 
In 2009 Cindy Harper took over the directorship of Cameron and gratefully acknowledges the work of the directors 
who laid the foundation for the work ahead.  

Thank You to Our Past Directors 

 As a divinity student, Jane Esdale (then Baldwin)  identified the Lyell-
Otis Neighborhood as one in need of services.  Jane’s heart for mission led her 
to establish programs of caring and compassion.  In 1984, that vision became 
reality when Cameron Community Ministries was established.  Supported by a 
joint effort of the American Baptist Churches of Monroe County and the Pres-
bytery of the Genesee Valley, the new organization made its home in the for-
mer Lyell Avenue Baptist Church.   
 
 Once ordained, Jane used her gift of preaching to bring the Cameron 
story to congregations of all denominations.   She conducted weddings for 
families who couldn’t afford elaborate services, baptized children and held me-
morial services.  She established programs to serve the neighborhood.  Since 
those early days our programs have included serving meals, providing clothing  
and supporting youth.   
 
 Jane  served as director for more than a decade and ended her term 
with a wonderful endowment from her mother’s estate, ensuring continuation 
of the programs she began.  These programs  have grown,  have been em-
braced by many denominations and are still thriving today.   

 
 Rev. Jim Renfrew, an early  board member at Cameron, remembers “Her wonderful personality, generous 
spirituality, boundless enthusiasm and good humor”,   noting that “Her spirit continues to influence the work of Cam-
eron and lives in the hearts of the countless people whose lives she touched.”  
 
ñShe is lifted up as one who served those living life in the margins.....with great 

compassion and passion.   We are forever blessed by   her spirit....Let us hold her fami-

ly, friends, loved ones, and those she has served in our prayers.ò     

                                                      Rev Shirley Pudney Eilers  
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Cameron HistoryðThe Origins of our Building 

1866τ1883 
The building that houses Cameron Ministries had its start as an outreach 
mission chapel sponsored by First Baptist Church.  A member, Deacon 
Oren Sage, purchased a lot bordered by Jones Avenue, Ambrose Street 
and Lake Avenue, dedicating it to the service of God.  He was a major con-
tributor the small mission chapel erected there and opened in 1866 as a 
memorial to peace.  Five years later, on February 10, 1871, it would be-
come home to the new congregation of the Lake Avenue Memorial Bap-
tist Church and Society.   “Memorial” was part of the title in gratitude for 
peace after the Civil War, and also in gratitude that not one life had been lost to the Great Flood of 1865.  
 

1884-1890 
Under the leadership of of Dr. Ebenezer Nesbit and Dr. Amos Judson Barrett the congregation grew.  Soon, they re-
alized that expansion and enlargement was needed.  A much larger facility of dark red sandstone was begun.  Upon 
completion of the new sanctuary in 1884, the original mission chapel was dismantled brick by brick and carted to a 
new location on Cameron Street. 
 

1890-1984 
Sixty members from “Lake Avenue” began as charter members of the Lyell Avenue Baptist Church as established in 
1890. The congregation  grew and thrived for more than 90 years.  As the neighborhood aged and declined, the con-
gregation dwindled to fewer than a dozen members.  Eventually the church was decommissioned.  The American 
Baptist Church recognized that it was a neighborhood in need and sought ways to provide services and outreach. 
 

1984-2009 
Cameron took up residence in this historic church in 1984.  Initially the programs were simply a morning meal and 
an clothing closet taken over from Lake Avenue Baptist.   A Hispanic Presbyterian Church leased our sanctuary for 
Sunday Services.  As we became more firmly established in the  neighborhood, we saw a tremendous need for pro-
grams to serve youth.  The sanctuary that served a handful of people once a week became a youth center that today 
serves 45 children five days a week.  The programs have changed and expanded over the past 25 years under the 
guidance of four directors.  Rev. Jane Esdale, Barbara Lacker-Ware, Kathy Pearce and now Cindy Harper.  We are 
continually seeking ways to serve this challenging neighborhood and look forward to another 25 years of service.   
 

Building for the Future  
Over the past three years, Cameron has made several significant updates 
to the building that will enable us to better serve the community.  In 2005  
a campaign started by then Work Experience Program (WEP) worker Larry 
French resulted in an improvement to our lunchroom.  New and safer 
stairs were constructed and “Larry’s Lift” was installed, making our lunch 
program accessible to people in wheelchairs.  Last year brand new chairs 
were purchased and a new dishwasher installed. 
 
The sanctuary which houses our Youth Program has also been upgraded.  
In 2006 the children’s bathrooms were renovated.  Drop ceilings were in-
stalled making the space quieter and more energy efficient.  Air condition-

ing was  added which  provided  a cool space for our summer half-day youth programs.  
 
In 2009, the crumbling steps outside the sanctuary were replaced with a new ramp and railing, making the youth 
program accessible for any children in wheelchairs or for volunteers with mobility issues.  All of these improvements 
helped us apply for and successfully receive certification as a licensed NYS School-Aged Child Care center.  
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1984 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1985 
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1987 
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1990 
 
 
 
 
 
1991 
 
 
1992 
 
 
 
 
 
1994 
 
 
 
 
 
1995 

 
 

 
1996 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1997 

Jane Baldwin a Colgate Rochester Divinity School Student  conducted a needs 
assessment for the Cameron-Lyell Avenue neighborhood.  The American Bap-
tist Churches of  Monroe County joined forces with the Presbytery of the Gen-
esee Valley to establish Cameron Community Ministries in the former Lyell Av-
enue Baptist Church.  The programs grew from the results of focus groups with 
area neighbors. Lake Avenue Baptist Church helps establish a Clothing Closet. 
 
Upon her ordination,  Rev. Baldwin was appointed the first Director of Cameron 
Community Ministries.  A hot lunch program was started along with a neighbor-
hood youth  program.  By 1986 a parents group was formed.  A Vacation Bible 
School was added in the summer.  A Board of Directors was formed with per-
sonnel, property and program committees. 
 
The annual budget was $98,000 and 2500 meals were served.  Ibis Soto was 
hired as Lunch Coordinator.  The children’s program begins to offer tutoring and homework help. 
 
Neighborhood Hope begins operating in rented space at Cameron offering conflict resolution counseling 
and skills training . 
 

Ibis Soto becomes the Hispanic Outreach Coordinator.  12000 meals are served and 
33 children participate in our After School Program.  Empower Welfare Rights, led by 
Bob Ingram begins partnership with Cameron, working from an office in the main 
building. 
 
Nearly 20,000 meals were served this year, and 500 people 
were provided with gifts during the Christmas Season.  A Ma-
jor Kitchen renovation is completed with a generous donor 
gift.  Carol Anne Strawbridge, another Colgate Divinity Stu-

dent becomes Director of Youth Programs.   
 
A successful series of Advent Supper Celebrations results in Cameron establish-
ing a regular Sunday Celebration Dinner Program.   
 
Jane (Baldwin) Esdale establishes an Endowment Fund with a gift from her 
mother’s estate.  Chili Presbyterian Church donates the labor and materials for a major office and Cloth-
ing House renovation, closing in the choir loft area in the main office building.  Two nurse practitioners 
from St. Mary’s Hospital open a free wellness and pre-natal clinic.  Other churches join us at Cameron for 
monthly prayer services in response to the serial murders of neighborhood women in the Lyell Avenue 
neighborhood.   
 
Cameron celebrates their 10th Anniversary.  The annual budget is $164,000 and Cameron qualifies for 
United Way Donor Option Status.  Cameron’s partnership with Foodlink continues to grow.  They provide 
major support with food and grants and select Cameron as the site for the first Kids Café.  The Christmas 
Investor Program is established where participants volunteer hours to “earn” Christmas gifts for their 
families.   
 
Jane Esdale resigns after eleven years of faithful service.  Dorothy Petrie serves as Interim Director for 
eight months. 

 
 
Rev. Barabara Lacker Ware is installed as Executive Director.  
More than 200 Individuals and and 100 churches provided fi-
nancial support for Cameron’s program.  A capital campaign 
helps to pave the stone parking lot. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The parsonage is renovated to become the Clothing House.  New siding re-
places the brick shingles for a bright clean look.  The racks are moved from 
the third floor of the office building and the entire house fitted with shelves 
and racks to become the new shopping center for families .  Computers are 
donated to start a Computer Club which takes over the third floor space. 
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1998 
 
1999 
 
 
2000 
 
 
 
 
 
2001 
 
2002 
 
 
 
2003 
 
 
2004 
 
 
 
2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2006 
 
 
2007 
 
 

2008 
 
 
2009 
 
 
 
 
 
2010 

Cameron becomes a supported member of the American Baptist Neigh-
borhood Action Program.  
 
Cameron celebrates their 15th Anniversary.  There are thirteen differ-
ent programs, seven staff members and nearly 900 volunteers.  The 
annual budget is $222,000 
 
The property undergoes another round of improvements, including re-
placing windows in the main building, kitchen and pantry renovations.   

A computer lab is established with 
support of Science Linkages in the 
Community  and a course in basic 
computer skills is offered. 
 
Major grant funding is received through the City of Rochester for the 
Hot Lunch and After School programs. 
 
Rev. Lacker-Ware resigns after six years of faithful service with steady 
program expansion, financial growth and facility improvements.  Wal-
ton Baptist Church begins the first of three years of sponsoring a 
week of summer camp in the Catskills for 30-40 Children. 
 

 
Katharine Pearce, a former Xerox financial manager is hired as Executive Director.  
A schedule of annual fundraisers is added including an Annual Golf Outing, Bow-
lathon and Smugtown Stompers concert. 
 
Cameron celebrates their 20th Anniversary with a banquet at Baptist Temple ca-
tered by Freshwise, the catering division of Foodlink.  All three directors of Camer-
on are present.  Jane Esdale and Barbara Lacker-Ware offer remarks on their years 
of service 
 
 
Cameron begins a partnership with Quad A For Kids Foundation which provides 
funding for extra enrichment activities for our youth program.  These include African Dance & Drumming, 

Tae Kwan Do, writing classes and scouts.   
 
With seed money of $0.36 provided by former WEP worker Larry French, and the 
inspiration of mustard seed faith, Gates Presbyterian and the Kilian Schmitt 
Foundation fund the installation of a lift.  Larry’s Lift is dedicated in November 
and allows our guests in wheelchairs to eat in our lunchroom.  
 
More improvements to the facility begin.  Air Conditioning is installed in both the 
dining room and the youth rec room.  This makes summers bearable for our 
lunch crowd and for the kids in our half-day summer program. 
 
Kathy Pearce resigns to move with family to North Carolina.  Her term of service 
leaves Cameron on sound financial ground. 

 
 
Cindy Harper is named new Executive Director, returning to Rochester 
from Colorado.  Cindy volunteered with many non-profits over the 
years and was an executive at Citibank.  
 
We mark our 25th anniversary quietly in light of the failing economy.  
The challenging times place increased demands on Cameron’s pro-
grams.  More than 37,000 hot meals are served, and more than 1400 
families receive clothing, underwear and hygiene supplies at the Cloth-
ing House.  We become certified as a NYS licensed School Aged Child 
Care program.  We are asked to manage the Quad-A programs at 
School #30, adding another 125 children to our rosters. 
 
Jane Esdale passes away in February in North Carolina.  Cindy and several staff members attend a local 
memorial service at Brighton United Church of Christ.  Jane’s generous spirit of service is remembered. 
As the economy improves, staff and board decide to hold a retrospective 25th Anniversary Celebration.   
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Reasons Why our Kids Love Cameron 

   Starr loves playing games like tic tac toe and puzzles. 
  Devante loves going on the computers and playing I SPY.  
Hector loves getting help with his homework and games like Connect Four.   
Brian loves computer class, playing outside and playing ping pong. 

 
Angelina loves doing arts and crafts and play-
ing with the kitchen. 
Kentavia loves that there are books to read 
and prizes for reading. 
Shyanna loves cooking club and playing foosball. 
Chrisshon loves when people help him with things that are hard. 
Marcus loves playing with the Hot Wheels track. 
Skyah loves doing  arts and crafts and reading prizer. 
Lexi loves reading time with Ms. Laura. 
Catlyn loves playing on the computer, ping pong, and 
watching movies. 

               Dominque loves getting help with her homework  
    Joey loves arts and crafts, and playing foosball. 
    Ashley loves playing games like Monopoly. 
    Brandon loves the activities, especially arts and crafts.  
    Kaylin  loves Science Quest with Mr. Dennis. 

2500 is the number of meals that were served during Cameron’s first year of its meal program (1985). 
 
$25 is the cost of a day at Seabreeze, food and transportation for one of Cameron’s summer kids. This special 
day is a celebration for reaching their reading goals. 
 
$25 is the value of the hygiene bags at the Clothing House which can be purchased by clients for $5 and in-
cludes soap, shampoo, toilet paper, toothpaste, toothbrush and more. 
 
$25 is the value of “break bags” given out to the families of the kids in our After School Program to help fami-
lies with meals during  school breaks and includes cereal, pasta, peanut butter and jelly, tuna and more. 
 
25 is the average age of our youth program staff. 
 
25% is the percentage of children in our after school program as of April who have read over 1500 minutes. 
 
$25 is the cost to participate in Cameron’s annual Bowl-a-thon. This year we raised over $9,000 to support 
 Cameron's programs.  Many participants raise much more.   
 
25% is the percentage of After School children who have been suspended from school during 2009-2010 
school year and is one of the reasons why we are needed. 
 
25 is the number of churches that served Sunday Celebration meals at Cameron in 2009. 

 
25  is the number of years that Cameron has been able to serve people in need, 

thanks to your support and donations. 

Did You Know?  Fun Facts about Cameron 
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Cameron Profiles ð Success Takes Many Shapes 

Darnell first came to Cameron as a client then asked to participate as a WEP worker.  For the past 6 years, he has been a 

dedicated volunteer, giving guidance to the kids in our youth program.  He also continued his education through MCC earn-

ing the John J. Trevisan Student Leadership Award.   He graduated  in  May of 2009 with an Associates degree in Human 

Services.  He is currently  at Keuka  College to earning his Bachelors degree.  This year he is working as an AmeriCorps 

volunteer, in the government-sponsored year of service program.  Darnell sends his thanks to all our supporters. 
òCameron has given me the confidence and self esteem to achieve my goals.  Thank you, and God bless you for helping 

provide a place where I have been able to grow so much.ó 
 
Sarah first came to Cameron as part of a òGirlõs Groupó in 1987.  She was a dedicated participant despite an abusive home life.  Cameron was a 

stable presence and helped advocate for her as she navigated the legal system.  Academics were always first and foremost, and her Cameron advi-

sor supported her in applying to local colleges.  She was accepted,  awarded a  scholarship and earned her Bachelorõs degree at St. John Fisher.  She 

has worked at University of Maryland in Baltimore helping professors with grants and contracts for their research.  

 
Terri was a long-time lunch guest at Cameron.  For more than 10 years she lived on the street,  trapped by the cycles of 

addiction and prostitution.  With a remarkably cheerful outlook, she praised our menu and traded recipe ideas.  When 

Gary, her partner of 10 years died from complications of a stroke, she made the decision to put the streets behind her.  

She turned herself in on an outstanding warrant and used the jail time to get clean.  She immediately left the area for a 30 

day rehab program and then lived in a halfway house in Auburn.  The final step was an independent but structured living 

apartment.  When the time came for a permanent move, she packed her life into three suitcases and boarded a train to 

Colorodo.  Today she is still clean and lives at her sonõs house.  She bakes cookies with her granddaughter and sometimes 

works at a Honeybaked Ham store,  a perfect outlet for her love of cooking.  Terri calls us to keep up with the goings on at 

Cameron, and reminds us to thank everyone who has helped  over the years.  Our warm meals and welcoming presence 

kept her going until she could make the decision to change her life.   

 
Zelma came to Cameron as part of the WEP program.  She had been manager of the employee cafeteria at Coca-Cola until 

it closed.  Out of work, welfare provided temporary relief.  To keep her culinary  skills sharp, she was assigned to our lunch 

program.  A whiz in the kitchen, she helped set up assembly line productions of sandwiches and salads.  She was smart, 

funny and great with our volunteers.  One day she told us she had an interview at a place that made òcrepesó, but was 

unsure what they were.  Zelma was excited to tell us sheõd been hired  at Simply Crepes in Pittsford.  Today, she has been 

promoted and manages the restaurant at the Downtown library.  She also is part of the mobile crew that does events like 

the Corn Hill Arts Festival.   She is a shining star in our galaxy of successful alumni. 

 
Rachelle has been part of our Youth Program staff for the last two years.  She has worked part-time with our kids in the after 

school program while earning her degree in Psychology and American History with a minor in Latin American studies at the 

University of Rochester.  She has been recently accepted into the Teach for America program and will be heading to Houston TX, 

where she will be teaching a 3rd grade bilingual class.  Rachelle will miss being part of Cameron and her work with our kids.  

She says she has tried to stress academic achievement and excelling at goals with the children in her group.  If they were asked 

to read for 15 minutes, she would make sure they read for 25.  She has enjoyed leading cooking club with the children and 

teaching them to try new foods.  Rachelle feels her work here at Cameron will be a good foundation for teaching full- time.  
 

 

Lexi and Devante  attend our after school program.  Their father Donte works full time, and their moth-

er Nicole is studying criminal justice at MCC.  Classes in forensics and chemistry are challenging but she 

still finds time to be an active parent.  This is the childrenõs second year at Cameron and both attend School 

30 where Devante is in 1st grade and Alexis is in 3rd.  Both read above their grade level.  Alexis was re-

cently the youngest person to earn a lead role in the school production of Annie.  Devante has shown amaz-

ing progress this year.  A proper diagnosis and well-monitored medication has resulted in remarkable 

changes.  He completes his homework,  follows instructions and models good behavior.  The family has been 

so pleased with their progress, they encouraged a cousin,  Antonio to come to Cameron, and he has done 

well here too.  While just a kindergartener, our reading program has helped him to learn to read  at level 5 

already !  This is a great example of Cameron being  a place  where entire families are nurtured.  
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- The Apple Macintosh was introduced.  

- Michael Jackson won eight Grammy Awards.  

- Mark Zuckerberg, Founder and CEO of Facebook was born. 

- Reggie Jackson hit his 500th home run. 

- Rolling Stone readers voted Bruce Springsteen’s                 
“Dancing in the Dark” the #1 song. 

- A movie ticket cost $2.50.  - A gallon of gas cost $1.10.  

- Popular films included Ghostbusters, Gremlins,                           
The Terminator, and Beverly Hills Cop. 

- Popular TV shows included Dynasty and Hill Street Blues. 

- Bishop Desmond Tutu received the Nobel Peace Prize. 

AND... 

è B`ldqnm Bnlltmhsx Lhmhrsqhdr v`r entmcdc- 

Join us as we celebrate 25 years of providing meals, clothes and youth enrichment programs! 
 

Sample tastings from local restaurants, learn more about Cameron,  

bid on auction items and enjoy ARTISANworks’ unique collection.   

Cash bar available. 

 

 

 

ARTISANworks 
565 Blossom Road Suite L  

Rochester, NY 14610 

Thursday, April 29, 2010 

5:30—9:00 p.m. 

$25 per person 

RSVP  to Karen Deyle 585-254-2697 or ccmprog@rochester.rr.com by Tuesday  April 27 


